
MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

August 5, 2019 

Present:   Dwell Moore, Karleen Root, Dave Van Dyke , Jackie Moore, Debi Crawford-Poyner 

Absent:   Reagan Adolfo  

Others present: Lisa Golder, Gerry Noorman 

1.   Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Dwell Moore, with support from VanDyke, to approve the minutes of July 2019. 

        --Motion Carried-- 

 

 

2.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 

Dwell has prepared an article on the VanderLaan barn that was moved to the Heyboer farm in 2007.  

There were a few edits suggested.  It should be noted that the Heyboer farm is one of the last working 

farms in the city, and that there are only 14 barns left in the city. 

 

Discussion of the article brought forth discussion on the barn survey.  Gerry has completed the barn 

survey and has made notes in the barn survey binder of the addresses of the barns.  She has also noted 

whether the barn is still standing (as some of thebarns have been removed since the initial barn survey), 

and whether the house is still standing.  These pictures and information could be used for thebarn calendar 

that is planned for 2020.  Jackie said she will get the Wyoming calendar to show as an example for next 

month. 

 

3.  Acquisition of Smith School portraits 

Lisa had received a call from the principal at Discovery School.  She wanted to donate some pictures of 

the Smith family that founded the Smith School  Lisa and Gerry went to Discovery School to pick up the 

portraits.  The principal, Deb McNally, said she would have more Smith School material at the end of the 

school year, when she retires.  Lisa and Gerry looked at the other materials as well.  These will be a good 

addition to the Heritage Room.  The pictures appear to be from the mid 1800s based on the features of 

portraits and frame.  There was discussion as to whether the Commission should look into how to repair 

and stabilize the frames and how or whether the portraits should be cleaned or preserved.  There was 

discussion as to where they could be displayed in the room in the meantime.  Gerry provided information 

on the Smiths, who were prominent people during that time and donated the land for the Baptist church at 

the corner of 52nd and Breton.  This church is celebrating its 150th Anniversary this year. 

 

Gerry also found out that the artist that illustrated Precious Moments cards used to live in the Octagon 

House.  She had an article regarding this that was publicshed in a newspaper. 

 

 

  



4. 2019 Speaker- Jack Beuche 

Jack Bueche is scheduled for October 12th from 10-2 for the presentation on surveying. There was 

discussion on how to advertise this event.  We should talk to Jack and get an understanding about what he 

will speak on.  Jackie said she can get a flier that talks about his presentation and we can use as a basis for 

our fliers and advertisement.  Jackie will get the flyer to Lisa soon so it can be used to promote the event.  

It may be too late to advertise with KDL.   

 

Engineering firms may be interested in the program as well.  Debi said she will work on getting a 

donation for food for the event, but needs a flyer to show them that it is happening.    

 

5.  We will not have another open house until after the summer.  In September and October, we will do 

the second Saturday of the month, rather than the first.   

 

6.  The next KHPC meeting is scheduled for August 5, 2019. 

 

 

 


